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INTRODUCTION. 


FHIL K Numbers bans been 
caught with the Brilliancy of 
4 | Mr. Hervey's Stile, and the Spi- 
rit of Devotion which animates his Writ- 
ings; others, leſs apt to be captivated, and 
more attentive to Things than Words, long 
ſince diſcerned that Writer's Tendency to 
Principles which are ſubverſive of all good 
Morals. 


Alfter the Publication of Theron and Aſpa - 
Jo, Mr. Hervey's unfortunate Connexions 
with, and intire Submiſſion of himſelf 

B and 


„ 

and his Opinions to, a Man deep indeed in 
the Doctrines juſt hinted at“, confirmed 
the Judicious in the Suſpicions which they 
had formed; and proved but too truly what 
hitherto had rather been feared and ſug- 
geſted, than publickly avowed : For the 
Amiableneſs of Mr. Hervey's Character 
rendered many Perſons more candid in 
their Opinion of his Writings, and leſs apt 
to cenſure, than thoſe Writings themſelves 
perhaps required, and would have fully 


juſtified. f 


Aſter Mr. Hervey's Death, it was whiſ— 
pered about, that he had left an Anſwer in 
Manuſcript to ſome ſhort Strictures of Mr. 
John Weſley's, upon Theron and Aſpaſio : 
Strictures, which, unqueſtionably, were 
penned in ſuch a Manner, as to require no 
Attention. This Anſwer was handed about 

and read by ſeveral ; ſome of whom, truly 

eſteeming Mr. Hervey, expreſſed a Diſap- 
probation of it, and an earneſt Deſire that 


„ See © A Defence of Theron and Aſpaſn, with Letters 
from the late Rey, Mr. James Hervey to the Author.“ 


it 


[21 
it might be deſtroyed ; which, it ſeems, 
was Mr, Hervey's own Deſire ®. 


Mr. Hervey is not the firſt Perſon who 
has ſuffered by the imprudent Eſteem of 
Friends, Contrary to his dying Requeſt this 
Anſwer was not deſtroyed, but pur into the 
Hands of many. No wonder therefore that 
a ſurreptiticus Cepy of it, as the Editor tells 
us, appeared in Print;” This is made the 
Reaſon of his ſending into the World the 
preſent Piece 4; which, ſuppoſing it to be 
genuine, certainly reflects the higheſt Diſ- 


credit on Mr. Hervey's Memory; and 


which if it be not genuine, but poiſoned 


by the infectious Pen of a Cudworth (as | 


perhaps thoſe, who love Mr. Hervey beſt, 


„ (0 When I aſked my Brother, the Evening before he 


died, what he would have done with the Letters to Mr. 

Weſley ; Whether he would have them publiſhed after his 
Death? He anſwered; BY No MEANS.“ See Preface to 
the Letter, p. 5. | | 


+ A very poor Reaſon certainly ! ſince, had the Editor 
deſtroyed Mr. Hervey's Copy, as he ought, and properly 
advertiſed the Public of this ſurreptitious Edition; Mr. Her- 
vey's Reputation would have been uninjured ; as no body 
would have givea the leaſt Attention to a Work of that 
Kind. 
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would rather chuſe to believe) it is a dread- 


ful Reflection, that the popular Name of 
ſo worthy a Man ſhould be made the Ve- 
hicle to convey ſuch truly pernicious Sen- 
timents. 0 


Warmed with a ſincere Regard for the 
Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſollicitous for 
the real Welfare of Mankind; the Editor 
of the following Animadverſions thought 
it his Duty, upon reading theſe Letters, to 
detect ſome of the many groſs and danger- 
ous Errors in them. Errors, which by no 
means concern mere Opinion only; but 
which are deſtructive of all genuine Piety, 


and Holineſs of Heart and Life; and 


which, if ſuffered to paſs unnoticed, and to 
ſpread amongſt the People, mult certainly 


produce the moſt fatal Conſequences, 


Loet not the Reader therefore of what ſhall 


be here advanced imagine that the Writer 


is influenced by any perſonal Conſidera- 
tions: He has no Prejudice to any Man : 
His Pen is guided by Sincerity and Can- 


dor: He holds in much Reverence the Me- . 


mory 


r 
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mory of Mr. Hervey; and values, as he 


ought, the many good Qualities which di- | 
ſtinguiſhed him. It is not therefore with 


Vim that he has any Diſpute. He combats 


only Opinions defended in a Work, which, 
publiſhed after Mr. Hervey's Death, claims 


him as its Author. That good Man now, 


we truſt, is numbered wick the Saints; but 


this Work remains on Earth to propagate 


irreligious Licentiouſneſs; and therefore, 


if its ill Effects can by any Means be pre- 


vented; He (who wrote only, we would can- 


didly believe, to do good to his Fellow- crea- 


tures) would himſelf rejoice in that Preven- 
tion. We repeat it therefore, that the Ho- 


nour of Chriſtianity and the Love of Man- 
kind alone ſtimulate us to this Undertaking; 


and we earneſtly requeſt, not the Admirers 
of Mr. Hervey only, but ſuch as are fond 
to hear Opinions of this Sort delivered from 
the Pulpit, from whence we are ſorry to 
find they are now too frequently delivered; 
we earneſtly requeſt ſuch, ſeriouſly to weigh 
the Paſſages which we have extracted from 


theſe Letters, together with the brief Re- 
marks we have made upon them; and, af- 


ter 


E 


ter having impartially conſidered the Con- 
ſequences of theſe Tenets, we requeſt them 
to aſktheir own Hearts in Sincerity; ** Whe- 
ther they conceive it poſſible, that the eternal 
Son of the moſt holy God could have efta- 
bliſhed a Religion, which directly tends to 
remove all che Obligations of Virtue, Fiety, 
and Truth, and to introduce the moſt 
ſhocking Licentiouſneſs in Lite and Prac- 
rice? That ſuch is the Conſequence of that 
Perverſion of the Chriſtian Religion mark- 
ed out in the following Pages, is not to be 
doubted ; ſince, if there was a Neceſſity, 
the Writer of this could eaſily produce ma- 
ny ſtrenuous, and, as they would be thought, 
moſt holy Diſciples of this Doctrine, guilty 
of ſuch Practices as are a Diſgrace to hu- 
man Nature, and as would totally over- 
throw the Foundations of Socicty, if gene- 
rally inculcated and embraced. 


1. Let it be obſerved, that we do not un- 
dertake to moderate at all in this Controverſy 
between Mr. Weſley and Mr. Hervey; nor 
ſnall we ſay any thing of that acrimonious 
Spirit obſervable in theſe Letters, ſo differ- 

ent 


1 


. 1 


ent from that which diſplays itſelf in Mr. 
Hervey's other Writings. 


Mr. Hervey, however, ſeems fearful of 
falling into this Error, as may be gathered 
from the following Paſſige of a Lean} in 
the Preface, p. 5. Mr Weſley, ſays he, 


4 is ſo unfair in his Quotation, and ſo ma- 
„ oiſterial in his Manner, that 1 find it no 
„ {mall Difficulty to preſerve the Deceney 


* 


— 


A 


La 


te the Chriſtian, in my intended Anſwer.” 


Whether he hath attained that Decency and 
Meekneſs, we leave thoie to determine who 
think fit to read in Mr. Weſley's Anſwer 
to theſe Letters, the Twelve perſonal Ac- 
cuſations brought by Mr. Hervey againſt 


him. But can it fail to ſtrike every think- 
ing Mind, what a Triumph the Enemies of 


* Mr, Weſley ſeems much affected at the Treatment he 
has met with in theſe Letters. The Cloſe of his Anſwer is 
pathetic: And doubtleſs this, together with the many other 
unpleaſing Circumſtances which now preſs him, particu - 
larly the Diſagreements, Breaches, and Diſunion in his 
Sect, muſt make him but too ſenſible of the bad Effects 
which muſt ariſe from the Separation he has made in the 
Church, and caule „ no doubt, 1 in his old Age to utter 


Religion 


. . oe es nr nr 


of the Gentleman, and the Meekneſs of 
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Religion muſt enjoy from ſeeing theſe 
Men, who have ſo ſtrenuouſlyexerted them- 
ſelves in the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, and who 
would be thought the Pillars of the Truth, 


many a Wiſh that he had perſevered in a regular, de- 
cent, and uniform Diſcharge of Duty ; and gone down to 
the Grave with the Satisfaction of having ſerved his Reli- 
gion and his Country as he ought, without having been the 
Inſtrument of much Diſſenſion and Evil both to the one 
and the other. See the Hiftory of Methodiſin juſt publiſhed. 
The Cloſe of the Anſwer ſpoken of is this. I ſhall add 
but one Paſſage more, ſays Mr. Welley, but it is a very ex- 
traordinary one: Such as none can deny to be a home Thruſt, 
a Blow under the Fifth Rib. My dear Sir, let me give you 
a Word of friendly Advice. Before you turn Turk, Deift, or 
Atheiſt, ſee that you firft become an honeſt Man, They will 
all difown you, if you go over to their Party deſtitute of 
common Honeſty.” p. &77. Upon what is this wonderful 
Advice grounded? and this peremptory Declaration, that, 
as I am now, even Turks and Deiſts, yea Atheiſts would 
diſown me? Why, upon a Printer's Blunder, putting Man- 
kind for this Kind, and ſetting the Commas in the wrong 
Place! | ö | 
And is this thy Voice, my Son avid] Is this thy tender, 
loving, grateful Spirit? No! the Handof Joab is in all this. 
I acknewledge the Hand, the Heart, of William Cudworth. 
I perceive it was not an empty Boaſt, as I was at firſt in- 
clined to think, which he uttered to Mr, Pearſe at Bury, 
before my Friend went to Paradiſe ; Mr. Hervey has giver 
ane full Power to put out and put in what I pleaſe.” | 
But He too is gone hence; and he knows now, whether 
I an am honeſt Man or no. It cannot be long, even in 
the Courſe of Nature, before I ſhall follow them. 


3 treating 


1 


treating each other in this unchriſtian Man- 
ner. Is ſuch the Conſequence of Zeal for 
Modes of Opinion? If ſo, better far drop 
all ſuch ungodly Wrangling, and attend to 
the ſingle Point of loving and ſerving God 
in Simplicity and Truth. 


My Race of Glory's run, and Race of Shame, 
And I ſhall ſhortly be with them that reſt,” 


„ could wiſh till then to be at Peace with all Men: But 
«© the Will of the LORD be done! Peace or War, Eaſe or 
„Pain, Life or Death is good, fo I may but finiſb my 

ure with Foy, and the Miniſtry which TI hade re- 
& cer the Lord JESUS to teftify the Goſpel of the 
* Grace / Jod. 


Brief Aimee 


O N 


MR. Hervey's LETTER 3 Se. 


Page 16. © \ HIS Guilt (i. e. of Sin) 


00 


our Lord /s truly bore, 


« that he was no leſs liable to the Arreſt 


« of Juſtice and the Infliction of Vengeance, 
« than if He himſelf had committed the 
& moſt enormous Crimes. 

P. 17. He bore the Filil— therefore he 


« felt what thoſe wreiched Souls endure, 


© who die in their Iniquities; his Eternal 


« Father forſook him, and hid his Face 
“from him, as from an abominable Object. 


« This renders our Saviour's Propitia- 
& tion great, wonderful, and glorious—be- 


4 lieving this, we have nothing to fear 
 * nothing remains to be laid to our Charge 
by the righteous Judge.“ 


I, Is 


1 

I. Is it poſſible that any ſerious Mind can 
Attend to the above Particulars without be- 
ing filled with Indignation ? Did the Great- 
neſs of our Saviour's Propitiation conſiſt in 
his feeling thoſe Agonies of Deſpair, which 
are endured by damned Spirits, and in be- 
ing deteſted and abhorred by his Father ? 
God forbid! What can be more horrible 
than to imagine this? F wwe have nothing to 
fear, &c.” there cannot be the leaſt Reaſon 
that we ſhould ever implore the Forgive- 
neſs of our Sins, or concern ourſelves to 
avoid them. 


P. 43. © If the juſtifying Righteouſneſs 
© be already wrought, it muſt abſolutely 
* overturn all your Pre-requiſites, Qualifi- 
* cations, and Conditions; Conditions of 


' "Mp * Repentance, Obedience, and I know not 
- „ what beſides.” 


II. If this be really the Caſe, nothing can 
be more obvious, than that the ſpecified 
Qualifications are of no Manner of Uſe: 
But, ſurely, St. Paul was not of this Mind 
when he aſſerted, that © without Holineſs 


no Man ſhall ſee the Lord.” 
| C2 P. i 


„What Obedience does Chriſt require?“ 
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P. 46. © Should you reply—Chrift is 


t the Author of eternal Salvation, but 70 
* thoſe only who obey him; — I muſt then aſk, 
cc what Obedience Chriſt requires? The 


c Law ſays, Do and Live; Chriſt, the End 
c of the Law, ſays, Believe in me and live: 


„ Be verily perſuaded that I am ſufficient 
& for thy Salvation without any working of 
& thine at all. Is not the Son of the moſt 
©* high God given unto thee in the divine 


* Record? Be ſatisfied with His Doing and 
_ « Suffering, without wiſhing for, or think- 


* ing of, any thing more, to procure thy final 
&« Acceptance. Let no one accountlightly 
& of this Obedience: Alt is the Obedience 
„ of Faith—ſuited to the Name Jeſus”? 


* 


III. According to this Account, there is 
an End of all Religion at a Stroke; for if 
Perſons are to be intirely ſatisfied with what 


our Saviour has done and ſuffered; nothing 
is more obvious, than that they can be un- 
der no Obligations to give themſelves the 


leaſt Concern about any thing elſe. But to 
be a little more particular to the Queſtion, 


*T is 
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"Tis replied, let himſelf anſwer, “ keep my 
Commandments.” See John xiv. 15, To 
the Aſſertion that Chriſt ſays, be per- 
ſuaded that I am ſufficient for thy Salva- 
tion without any working of thine;“ ?tis 
aſked, where does Chriſt ſay ſo? Certainly 
not in thoſe Words, Not every one that 
faith unto me, Lord! Lord! ſhall enter into 

the Kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth 
the Will of my Father which is in Hea- 
ven.” See Matth. vii. 21, Nor in thoſe 
others, © if ye keep my Commandments 
ye ſhall abide in my Love,” John xv. 10. 
To the Exhortation, ** be latisfied with 
his Doing and Suffering ;” 'tis queried, By 
virtue of what Authority ? Not that of our 
Saviour, ſurely ; for himſelf affirms, that 
c except a Man forſake all that he hath, 
and even his own Life alſo, he cannot be 
His Diſciple.” See Luke xiv. 26. With 
Regard to the laſt Particular in this Para- 
graph, *tis anſwered, That if it had been 

affirmed, to be ſuited to the Will of the 

Prince of the bottomleſs Pit,” there had 

been ſome Truth in the Aſſertion. 


P. 47: 
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P. 47. If it ſhould occur that the 
& Chriſtian Life is repreſented as a War- 
& fare, and that we are commanded to 


fight to this Doubt I would anſwer, 


« The Canaanite is ſtill in the Land; and 
« we fight, not to gain the Country, but to 


„ ſubdue the Rebels.“ 


IV. Then it is all the ſame with Reſpect to 
our final Happineſs, whether we ſubdue our 
corrupt Inclinations or not, But was St. 
Paul of this Opinion, when he wrote the 


following Words: „So run that ye may 


obtain ;** and thoſe others, I therefore 


run, not as uncertainly but I keep under 
my Body —leſt that—I myſelf ſhould be 
a Caſt- away i (See 1 Cor. ix. 24. &c.) Cer- 
Oy not. 


P. 55. © If you obey in order to your final 
« Acceptance; ſurely you muſt expect final 


Acceptance and eternal Life, on Account 
1 


a 


of your Obedience. P. 36. What a Coa- 
& ſition is here, between Mr. Weſley and the 
«* Subjects of the triple Crown l Tou are 
* ſolicitous, it ſeems, not barely for Works 
* of 


L. 38-7 
& of Obedience, but for their Value and 
&« Credit in the Affair of Salvation; for 
* their Significancy and Influence in win- 
* ningthe Good-will of Jehovah. P. 57. 
* We obey in order to final Acceptance. Me- 
* thinks this diſcovers no more Gratitude 


AQ 


than Wildom.— What, but the very Diſ- 


cc traction of our Diſeaſe, can have occa- 
* ſioned or account for a Thought, ſo ex- 
56 treme in Abfurdity 25 


v. Would any one have believed that ſuch 
a Perſon as Mr. Hervey could ever have 
ſuffered himſelf to have been hurried into 
ſuch wild Ravings of Antinomian Diſtrac- 
tion as theſe? If good Works have no 
Tendency to win the Good- will of Jeho- 
vah ; then it muſt be a Matter of pure In- 
difference to him, whether the human Spe- 
cies ever perform any at all: But will any 
one be hardy enough to affirm this? How- 
ever, that the Performance of good Works 
does really procure the Favour of our Crea- 
tor, is as certain as any thing can be; if ei- 


ther our Faculties are to be depended upon, 
or the Scriptures be true. For, if God is a 


Being 


„ 
Being of infinite Purity and Righteouſneſs, 
nothing can be more evident, than that he 
muſt neceſſarily regard the Endeavours of his 
reaſonable Creatures, to order their Condut 
agreeably to his Will“; and that he actually 
docs ſo, is ſufficiently apparent from the fol- 
lowing Texts; viz. Numbers xxv. 12, 13. 
+ Behold! I give unto him my Covenant of 
Peace—becaule he was zealous for his God.“ 


/ 


FThe enſuing fine Paſſage from an amiable Writer, muſt 
aſſuredly contribute towards the ſetting of this Matter in a 
proper Point of View. 

© The Excellency of the Body, the Capacity of the Un- 
derſtanding, the Extent of the Knowledge of the moſt perfect 
of the human Species, cannot poſſibly make any Impreſſion 
on the Deity, other than the general Complacency that reſults 
from the Survey of his Works, and ſeeing that they are good. 
What a poor Figure muſt the Parts, the Sagacity, and the 
Knowledge of the admired Sir Iſaac Newton make in the 
Eye of the Omniſcient ? And how few Newtons can Man- 
kind boaſt of? Theſe are, therefore, not the Qualities that 
claim the Deity's Regard. But, if a rational Creature, how- 
ever limited in Underſtanding or imperſect in Body, ſhall 
have his Heart and Spirit rightly diſpoſed ; ſhall ſee, and in 
all his Thoughts and Actions acknowledge, his Dependence 
upon the God that made him ; ſhall maintain in his Heart a 
grateful Senſe of the numberlef Obligations he lies under 
to that bountifu! Being, and ſhall be thoroughly diſpoſed 
to make the Will of that Being the Rule of his Ac- 
tions, during the whole Courſe of his Life, regardleſs of the 
Pleaſures and ſenſual Enjoyments, which, following this 


Pſalm 
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pfalm xci. 14. © Becauſe he hath ſet his 
Love upon me, therefore will J deliver 
him,” &c. John xvi. 27. The Father 
loveth you, becauſe ye have loved me.” 
Acts x. 4. Thy Prayers and thine Alms 
are come up for a Memorial before God.” 
Romans ii. 5, 6, 7. God will render to 
them, who by patient Continuance in well- 
doing ſeck for Glory, &c. eternal Life.“ 
Not to mention that ſome Regard was had 
even to the Humiliation of wicked Abab. 


P. 63. All Kecophines of whatever 
« Kind, or whatever Date, is wholly in 
« Him (Chriſt) not in any thing of our own. 
The Author to the Hebrews affirms, that 
« Chriſt hath obtained Redemption, not left 
« it to be accompliſhed, either in greater 


this Rule, may deprive him of, and of the Dangers and In- 
conveniencies to which purſuing it may expoſe him; in full 
Confidence that the Sincerity of his Heart will be accept- 
able to and rewarded by the Creator, who endued it with ſuch 
Diſpoſitions; we muſt neceſfarily conclude, either that the 
Omniſcient does not know the Diſpoſitions and inward 
 ARtings of the Spirits of all his Creatures, or that the grate- 
ful and dutiful Heart of ſuch a Creature is pleaſing and 
agreeable to him. Forbes's Reflections on Incredulity, 
P. 60, 6r. TP 7 
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*« or ſmaller Meaſure, by our Diligence 
&«& and Duties. No; He himſelf hath ob- 


e tained both preſent and final, yea complete 


« and eternal Redemption for us. — He 


* hath done all that is neceſſary for their 


«full, perfect, and everlaſting Accepta- 
c tion.— Whether it he at the Throne of 
« Grace, or at the Tribunal of Judgment. 
< 64. Obey in order to Acceptance Indeed, 
Sir, you quite miſtake the Principle and 
« Source of Chriſtian Obedience. 65. If 
« you aſk, Why I have repeated the ob- 
« noxious Propoſitions ?--—I anſwer z—to 


« overthrow, if poſſible, fo pernicious a 


VI. After the reading of theſe Paſſages, 


one can be no longer at a Loſs to account 
for the diſſolute Practices of ſo many of the 


zealous Abettors of this Author's prin- 
ciples; but, waving that, certain it is, that 
nothing can be more diametrically oppoſite 


to the expreſs Declarations of our Saviour 


and his Apoſtles, than the above Aſſertions; 
as muſt manifeſtly appear from the enſuing 


Scriptures; Luke xiii. 3. Except ye re- 


pent 


[9] 

pent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” John v. 
40. Ye will not come to me, that ye 
might have Life.” Acts ii. 40. Save 
yourſelves from this untoward Generation.” 
Chap. iii. 192. Repent and be converted, 
that your Sins may be blotted out.“ 2 Theſſ. 
ii. 10, 11, 12. Becauſe they received 
not the Love of the Truth, that they might 
be ſaved—God ſhall ſend them ſtrong De- 
luſions that they all might be damned 
who— had Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs,” 
Philip. ii. 12. Work out your own Sal va- 
tion with Fear and Trembling.*” 2 Cor. v. 
10, © For we muſt all appear before the 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt, that every one 
may receive the Things done in his Bod 
whether it be good or bad.” Revel. xxii. 

4. Hleſſed are they that do his Com- 
mandments, that they may have Right to 
the Tree of Life.“ 


3.00.4 I had, in the Warmth of my 
| « Concern, almoſt forgot to take Notice of 
a Text which you produce from 1 Tim. 

« yi. 17, 18, 19, and (which is ſomewhat 
< ſtrange) produce as a Proof that the 


D 2 : Apoſtle 


rf 20 ] | 
& Apoſtle requires Chriſtians © to obey, in 
order to their final Acceptance.“ Is Paul 
then become an A poſtate? Does he now 
<« retract the bleſſed Truth? adviſing the 
** Rich toraiſe a Cloud of Golden Duſt that 
«« jt may cover their Sins, and waft them to 
the Skies? at the ſame Time excluding 
the Poor from the Fellowſhipof this new 
“ Goſpel, and the Hope of Glory ?=And 
<« are we grown weary of that pure Doctrine 
«© which was reſtored by our glorious Re- 
« formers? Are we willing—to return to 
„the more than Egyptian Darkneſs of 
Monks and Friars? with whom 


—Czlum eſt venale DEUS que?” 


VII. That St. Paul, inthe Places referred to, 
does really exhort Chriſtians to do Good, in 

order chat they may lay hold on eternal Life, 
muſt be manifeſt to every one that is not 
blinded by Prejudice; and that our Saviour 
himſelf, in his Deſcription of the Proceed- 
ings at the laſt Day, has aſcribed, in ſome 
Senſe, the Acceptance of his People to the 
Good which they have done, is evident like- 
wiſe; but if ſome Perſons will take upon 
them to aſſert the contrary; and, in order 
2" 


, 
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to give ſome Colour to their Pretences, 
make uſe of every Artifice to foroa Words 
from their natural Signification, we cannot 
help that ; themſelves muſt be accountable 
for the Miſchiefs they are the Cauſe of. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


3 P. 73. On thoſe who reject the Atone- 
“ ment, juſt Severity.— Mr. Weſley aſks, 
* Was it ever poſſible for them [the um- 
„„ oodly] not 10 reject it?” What ſays our 
| * infallible Counſellor? They will not come 
* to ME that they may have Life. They 
% would not ceaſe from their own Works, 
* and betake themſelves wholly to the 
* Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. This Method 
« of Salvation they diſliked; they were diſ- 
** obedient to the heavenly Call — Does 
« this take away their Guile? Muſt God | 
«© bereckoned unjuſt in puniſhing, becauſe 
«© Men are obſtinate in their Uabelief..** 
P. 74. God does not require me, as you 
* too inuriouſly hint, to ©* touch Heaven 
« with my Hand,” in order to eſcape Dam- 
Te nation; but 4 invites and requires me 
. f — 5..gg accept of Chriſt and his Salvation “. 


B * Kin abſolutely :mpoſble to read ſuch evaſtve Lam: 
| Lunge. without ng filled at the ſame time with Indigna- 


* l. 
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«© P. 78. There may be as many Degrees in 
« the Favour, as in the Image of God.” — 
«© This Objection turns upon a Suppoſi- 
„ tion, that the Favour of God towards 
ce us is occaſioned by the Image of God in 
us; WHICH IS THE DOCTRINE 
«« OF THE LAW; THE VERY 
«© LANGUAGE OF HEATHENISM; 


| 4 and has not a Savour of that Goſpel, in : 
& which Chriſt 26 all.” : 


[ 
| 


A 


A 


* 


VIII. Methinks the coupling of “ the 
Doctrine of the Law and the very Language | 
of Heatheniſm” together, does not much 

ſavour of Reverence but is it not utterly - 


aſtoniſhing to read the Aſſertion above? 
According to this Writer, our firſt Parent 


Adam muſt be equally the Object of his 


tion and Horror. Does not this very Writer himſelf ſtre- 

nuouſly maintain [ See Pages 26 and 286 of his Book] that , 
_ Chriſt lived and died for no Perſons elſe but thoſe only 

who are to be finally Partakers of everlaſting Happineſs ? 
And if fo, can God Almighty really call upon and invite 

the Reſt of Mankind to rely wholly on what his Son has 

done and ſuffered, as the only procuring Cauſe of their 

eternal Salvation, and puniſh them with eternal Miſery 

for refuſing ſo to do ? What a Picture does this exhibit of 

the 1 bleſſed and glorious Deity?— 


Creator's 


—_— 
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Creator's Complacency, after he had ſinned 


and defaced his Image, as when he came 
pure and upright out of his Hands! — 


P. 89. You add, He ſpecifies in the 
ce following Parts of his Sermon (i. e. that on 
the Mount) © the very Inſtances wherein the 
&* Righteouſneſs of a Chriſtian exceeds that of 
& the Scribes and Phariſees.” He does ſo; 
« but is it not abſolutely complete Righ- 


„ teouſneſs ?—Now if this is to be found 
*in any Character, ſave only in the Cha- 


&« racter of our great Mediator, I retract 


my Opinion. P. 9o. The Diſcourſe re- 


4 Jates to that Righteouſneſs by which we 
c are ſaved:— And why will you not reſign 
« the Honour of obtaining Salvation to 


t the bleſſed Imanuel's Blood and Obe- 


„% dience? Why will you hedge up your 


„People's Way to the immortal Man- 


„ ſions, by teaching them to depend upon 
„% Duties and Attainments of their own?“ 


+ I. The Deſignof theſe Paſſages is, plainly, 


to inſinuate that the Precepts contained in 
the Sermon on the Mount were all fulfilled 
by our Saviour himſelf; and that it is not 

incumbent 
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incumbent on us to obey them in our own 
Perſons, but only in Him, in order to ob- 
rain the eternal Inheritance. But was there 


ever ſo notorious a Perverſion of Scripture 
before ? Muft it not be inconteſtibly evi- 
dent to every Perſon that has the leaſt 
Degree of Underſtanding left, that many 
of the Particulars contained in that Diſ- 


courſe could never relate to Chriſt himſelf ? 


See Matt. v. x1, 12, 13, 19, 29, 30, 32, 
chap. vi. 9, 10—30. Chap. vil. 3, 11, 24, 


&c. Surely it muſt be a very deſperate 


Cauſe that can want the Support of ſuch 
Management as this. 


P. gl. © The 1 of the Command- : 


«. ments, ſays Mr. Weſley, is undoabiedly the 
„ay to, though not the Cauſe of, eternal 
« Life.“ How then came it to paſs that 
«© our Lord ſhould declare, I am the Way? 
* —The Way to what ?—to eternal Life. 
« — After ſuch a Claim, from ſuch a Per- 
« ſon, may I not—deny the Aſſertion in 
** your own Form of Speech? © the keep- 
«as ing of the Commandments 0 


Bo cannot 
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* cannot be the Way to eternal Life,” 
© Chriſt, therefore, is the only Way to 
„Life and Immortality. This is what the 
% Pſalmiſt ſtiles h Way everlaſting.” 

P. 93. The Way is Chriſt, —with all 
„ his Gifts, Privileges, and Bleſſings ;—and 
« though Holineſs is not their Way, yet it 
« is a principal Part of their Buſineſs,” 


X. In Defiance to the whole Tenor of both 
Teſtaments, it is here affirmed, that the 
keeping of the Commandments cannot be 
the Way to eternal Lifez” and what could 
the moſt inveterate Enemy to Religion 
upon Earth have aſſerted more? Alt is great 
Pity (and a ſad Mark of our Declenſion 
from the Spirit of our Forefathers) that 
Books, containing ſuch deſtructive Notions, 
are ſuffered to be publiſhed, without Proper 
Animadverſion. 


P. 104. Treaſure in Heaven was what 
* the young Gentleman lacked. Could 
this be any other than Chriſt himſelf?“ 


E. XI. Can | 
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XI. Can ſuch Queſtions as this have any 


Tendency to render their Authors the Ob- 
jects of Reſpect? But ſuppoſing it had been 
true that the Treaſure was Chriſt himſelf, 
it was expreſsly required of this young 


Gentleman to part with all that he had be- 


fore be could poſſeſs him: And was not this 
demanding the Performance of ſomething 
to be done by him, in order to his partak- 
ing of the Benefits of Chriſt's Redemp- 


tion ? 


P. 107. Your Poſſibility of Salvation 
« is, if People perform the Conditions: 
„% How then can they aſcribe the whole 
%% Glory to Chriſt? At this Rate they do a 
0 Piece of Injuſtice to their own Reſolu- 
« tion and Diligence; as theſe, by fulfilling 

«© the Conditions, had a Hand in obtain- 
ing the Reward, theſe ought to have a 
Share in receiving the Honour. Aſpaſio 
ce believes much more than a Poſſibility of 


„Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt : He believes a 
full and complete Salvation, — not to be 


acquired, but abſolutely given, — without 
% any Condition at all.” 


A 
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1 XII. If ſuch be really the Caſe, how came 
f Mr. Hervey to affirm, in Page 74, &c. that 


Perſons were condemned for not ceaſing 
from their own Works ;” and, “for refuſ- 
ing to betake themſelves to the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt?” Is not the requiring of 
[| theſe Things requiring the Performance of 
| Conditions? But Inconſiſtency and Self- 

contradiction are very common with theſe 
Gentlemen. For, ſo extremely horrible are 
the Opinions they contend for, that they 
ſhock even themſelves on certain Occaſions, 
| which compel them to advance ſuch Parti- 
culars, as do utterly ſubvert the Hypotheſis 
they would maintain, 


P. 169. It is recorded that God made 
« a Covenant with Abraham, with Iſaac, 4 
and Jacob, and with David ;—but were y 
e they in a Capacity to enter into a Cove- #® 
<« nant with their Maker ?—I think not. 

The Paſſages mean no more, than the 
Lord's manifeſting, in an eſpecial Man- 
ner, the grand Covenant to them, — AN 
There follows no mention of Conditions; 


239 
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e only a Promiſe of unconditional Bleſ- 
5 ſings. 


XIII. What a eg Inſtance do theſe 
Lines afford, of the miſchievous Influence 
of an abſurd Hypotheſis? That Almighty 
God did actually enter into a Covenant with 
Abraham and his Poſterity, in which it was 
ſtipulated that certain Conditions were to 
be by them performed, is a Truth noto- 
rious : But as the admitting of this would 
intirely overthrow the fond Conceit of an 
- unconditional Salvation, Mr. Hervey has 
thought proper to deny the Fact. It ſeems 
the moſt expreſs Declarations of Scripture 
ſignify nothing with Perſons of his Perſua- 
ſion, when they happen to contradict their 
favourite Tenets. For, by the Help of a 
Set of evaſive Maxims, which they have 
provided for the Purpoſe, they can (as they 
are apt to imagine) without any Manner of 
Difficulty over-rule them all. However, 
that a conditional Covenant was really 
made with the Perſons above mentioned, 
the following Texts will ſufficiently make 


appear. Geneſis xvii. 2. 9, 10, 13, I4.— 
And 
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e And I will make my Covenant between 
me and thee.“ Thou ſhalt keep my 
Covenant therefore, thou and thy Seed after 
thee.” This is my Covenant which ye 
ſhall keep; every Male among you ſhall 
be circumciſed.” *© He that is born, and 
he that is bought, muſt needs be circum- 
ciſed ;?* “ and the uncircumciſed ſhall be 
cut off; he hath broken my Covenant.” 
Gen. xviii. 19. For I know him, that 
he will command his Houſehold—and they 
ſhall keep the Way of the Lord, todo Judg- 
ment and Juſtice, that the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham the Thing which he hath 
ſpoken*”., Geneſis xxvi. 4, 5. And in 

thy Seed ſhall all the Nations be bleſſed ; 
becauſe that Abraham obeyed my Voice, and 
kept my Charge, my Commandments, my 
Statutes, and my Laws.“ Can theſe Paſ- 
ſages ever be wreſted to ſignify, not a Co- 
venant with Conditions, but only a Promiſe 
of unconditional Bleſſings? 2 


P. 179. © The Grace of God ſcorns to 
be ſhackled with Conditions, or meanly ' 
** dependent on human Endeavours ;—re- 

” quiring 


. Y 4a 7 
r 


13 
<« quiring nothing of the Creature, but 
bringing eternal Salvation :—teacheth to 
% deny Ungodlineſs.” 

P. 180. It is not, preſcribeth, by Way of 
% Rule, nor exjoineth, by way of Authority, 
« but zeacketh, by way of Inſtruction :—A 
C Tyrant may command his Slave to write; 
&© —a kind Tutor forms him to it.“ 


XIV. It is equally as practicable to unite 
the Poles of the Globe, or to bring the Anti- 
podes together; as to make the former Part 
of this Paragraph agree with the following 
Portions of ſacred Writ: Deuteronomy v. 
29. O that there were ſuch an Heart in 
them, that they would fear me, and keep 


my Commandments always; that it might 
be well with them, and their Children for 


ever.” Ezekiel xviii. 21. If the Wicked 
will turn from all his Tranſgreſſions, and 


keep all my Statutes, he ſhall live.“ Verſe 


31 © Caſt away from you all your Tranſ- 


greſſions, and make you a new Heart and 


a new Spirit; for why will ye die?“ Verſe 
32, For I have no Pleaſure in the Death 


of him that dieth, ſaith the Lord God.“ 


Matth. 
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Matth. xxiii. 37. O ſeruſalem how of- 
ten would I have gathered thy Children 
and ye would not.“ Luke xix. 41, 42. 
« He beheld the City, and wept over it, 
faying, O that thou hadſt known, in this 
thy Day, the Things that belong to thy 
Peace.” Acts xviii. 6. © Your Blood be 
upon your own Heads.” 2 Cor. vi. 1. 
«©. We beſcech you, that ye receive not the 
Grace of God in vain.” Heb. xii. 15. 
| « Looking diligently, leſt any Man fail of 
| the Grace of God.” Rev. iii. 11, 12. Hold 
j faſt that which thou haſt, that no Man take 
1 thy Crown—him that overcometh will I 
make a Pillar in the Temple of my God.” 
| And, with reſpect to the Remainder of the 
1 Paſſage under Conſideration, can any 
ö Thing be more unaccountably wild and 
| extravagant? Has God Almighty left off 
to preſcribe by way of Rule? And muſt it 
1 really be accounted Tyranny, if he enjoir, 
| by Way of Authority? Into what extrava- 
gant Conceits will the dreadful Enthuſiaſm 
| | of theſe Men precipitate them at length? 


P. 18. 
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P. 181. If Chrift's perfect Obedience be 


«© ours, wwe have no more Need of Pardon than 


«© Chrift himſelf. —Suppoſe we admit the 


«< Conſequence ; it implies no more than 
« the Apoſtle affirms, ty one Offering 
« be bath perfetied for ever them that are 
„ [anttijied.” 


XV. According to the Principles of this 
Writer, Almighty God does never forgive 
any Sins at all; and conſequently does never 
ſhew any Mercy at all; for if (as he affirms) 


we have fully ſatisfied, by ſuffering in Chriſt 
for all our Offences ; and have, moreover, 
in him, perfectly fulfilled the Divine Law; 
it is clearly manifeſt, that we do not ſtand 


in the leaſt Need of any Mercy or Forgive- 


| neſs; but have an inconteſtible Right to de- 


mand an immediate Diſcharge from all Pe- 
nalties z and likewiſe to require, as a Matter 


of ſtrict Due, the Poſſeſſion of that heavenly 


Inheritance, for which we have paid the 


full Value, by the Obedience we have per- 


formed, in the Perſon of our Surety. But 


will any Perſon, who is not ſtrongly under 


the Power of Antinomian Infatuation, avow 
ſuch 


1 


ſuch Notions ?— Surely not. For, what could 
the Rulers of the Bottomleſs Pit affirm 
much worſe ? 


P. 182. The repeated Pardon which 
« Believers implore, is only a Witneſs-bear- 
ing to the Truth, or a repeated Mani- 
tc feſtation of it to our Conſciences.— Will 
* you find fault with this Doctrine?“ 


XVI. Is this the Meaning of the Words, 
forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us ? and of thoſe 
others © if ye forgive not, your Father will 
not forgive you?“ Believe it who can! But, 
in the Name of Wonder, what is it that Al- 


mighty God does manifeſt to our Con- 
ſciences? A Pardon? What! when there is 
not the leaſt Forgiveneſs at all? Have we 


not, according to theſe Men, fully paid him, 
in our Surety, his utmoſt Demands? And 
does he (pardon the Blaſphemy !) manifeſt a 
Lie to our Conſciences? O the Heights and 
Depths of the wonderful Myſteryof the Soul- 
comforting Syſtem of Antinomianiſm! 


BY 7 844 


5 

P. 244. That the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law might be fuljilled in us : that is, by 
«© our Repreſentative, and in our Nature— 
& Isnotthis the common Import of the moſt 
e common Actions? Do'not you and I 
© make Laws, in and by our Repreſenta- 
„ tives in Parliament? May not every 
„ D-btor, when his Surety has given Satil- 
faction to the Creditor, ſay, I have ſatis- 
„ fied, I have paid, in my Bondſman ?” 


4 


* 


XVII. Can ſuch pretended Expoſitions, as 
the above, ever fail of expoſing the Holy 
Scriptures to Contempt? Isit not the Height 
of Abſurdity to affirm, that a Perſon has 
really performed that identical Thing which 
was done by another Seventeen hundred 


Years before he was born? Suppoſing that 
we really did make Laws by our Repreſen— 


tatives in Parliament, 'tis nothing to the 
Point in Hand; for it will by co means fol- 


low, that becauſe it may, with ſome Sort of 


Propriety, be affirmed, that one Perſon acts 
by another, when he has actually communi- 
cated to that other a Power to act in his 
Stead; that therefore the ſame Thing may 
be aſſerted in a Caſe wherein there is not 

; the 
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the leaſt Communication of Power at all. 
Would this Writer have thought it reaſon- 
aßle to affirm, that he made the Magna 
Charta of King Fobn, or any of the Statutes 
of Henry the Eighth? And, with regard to 
the Caſe of Debtor and Cteditor, *tis an- 
ſwered, if A owe Ca Sum of Money, and 
| B, unknown to A, pay C his full Debt; 
| I though it be manifeſt that the Demands of C 
_ are fully ſatisfied, it would be utterly falſe to. 
[ ſay, that he had ever been paid by A at all. 
Query, Will the Contenders for the above 
| _ Notion abide by it, in ſo many Words, 
f | ? that we have actually redeemed ourſelves? 


= P. 247. © His (Chriſt's) righteous Acts 
| are ours, and his atoning Death is ours.“ 


5 XVIII. That the Death of Chriſt is a true 
| and proper Atonement for our Sins, and that 
his perfect Obedience to the divine Lawis the 
only meritorious Cauſe of our Title to eter- 
nal Life, are Truths inconteſtibly certain: 
But, to contend that the Death and Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt are actually ours, in any 
other Senſe than that the Benefits thereby 
F 2 pur- 


e 

purchaſed are ours, when we perform the 
Conditions required (i. e. when we repent 
and believe) is to contend for the groſſeſt 


Falſhood, and the greateſt of Abſurdities. 


P. 269. * We have Liberty to look upon 
% dourſel ves as juſt fied before God, without 
e any Works of our own ; made perfectly 


© righteous in his Sight, without any Per- 


& ſonal Obedience whatever: entirely, thro? 
« our Repreſentative and Surety. We have 
« Liberty to claim and receive this un- 
ce ſpeakable Privilege, without performing 
% any Conditions, or fecking any Pre- 
* rcquiſites.” 1 


XIX. If what is aſſerted in this Paſſage 
were actually true, the Conſequence would 
be, that the Scriptures are falſe; as nothing 
can be more evident, than that it is the 
proſeſſed Deſign of them to inculcate the 
contrary. This muſt have appeared, in a 


conſiderable Degree, from thoſe Portions of 
them which have been already produced. 
But what are they, in compariſon of the 


numberleſs Texts which remain unnoticed? 


If 


Things? 


tion] and bled for the Confirmation of 
cc it,” | 
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If there is any Certainty in Language, the 
expreſs Doctrine of the Bible is, that unleſs 
we repent of, and turn from, all our Sins; 
ſtedfaſtly rely on the Death and Righteouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt, as the only meritorious 
Cauſe of our Title to eternal Life ; and add 
to theſe univerſal Holineſs of Life; it is im- 
poſſible for us to obtain the Favour of our 
Creator, But if, notwithanding the moſt 
poſitive and often repeated Declarations of 
the inſpired Writers to that Effect, Men 
will be hardy enough to affirm that it is not 
ſo; there is no Remedy for it; they are 
poſſeſſed of a ſelf- motive Power; and who 
can hinder them from advancing perverſe 


P. 287. Many Perſons eminent for 
* their Learning, and exemplary in their 
Lives, have written in Defence of {[Elee- 


To the Firſt Aſſertion in theſe Lines it 
is replied, That great Numbers of Perſons, 
no leſs eminent for Learning than for Piety, 
have conſtantly maintained the Doctrine of 
I Tran- 
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Tranſubſtantiation and Saint Worſhip, and 
all the other Peculiarities of the Popiſh Re- 
ligion. But does it therefore follow that 
thoſe pernicious Notions muſt not be cen- 
ſured and condemned? No; the Author gt 
the Volume of Letters under Conſiderat u 
U would neverhave affirmed this: Yet, cer: 
It is, that no Tenet, ſimply Popiſh, c „ 4 | 
pointed out, that is more replete with ſhuck- 
ing Abſurdity, than that of the Deity's ten- 
! tencing to eternal Damnation the far greater 
| Part of Mankind, for no other Reaſon, bur 
becauſe himſelf is pleaſed to have it ſo; (as 
is aſſerted by ſome) or (according to others) ». 
merely on Account of Adam's Sin. And | 
| with regard to the Conſequences of this 
{ Opinion, and the reſt connected therewith ; 

it is well known, that they have been de- 
ſtructive in a high Degree; as very many \ 

Perſons, by becoming Abettors of theſe 

Notions, have been driven into the con- 

tinued Practice of thoſe Vices which infal- 
libly drown Men in Deſtruction and Per- 

dition“. Concerning the ctber Affirma- 


* «© The Doctrine of Predeſtination having been gene- 
rally taught by the Reformers. Many of this Sect (1, e. the 
| N tion, 
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ſuaſion have been put to death for refuſing 
to embrace the Papiſtical Conceits above 


&c. That Numbers of pious and learned 
Men have been great Sufferers merely for 


Sentiments, is a Fact indiſputably cer- 
tain: Witneſs the Proceedings of the holy 


trine: Luther changed his Mind about it, and Melanctbon 


- Men could not penetrate into; but they did not ſo cleariy 


. perfectly juſt and natural. 
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tion, 'tis aſked, When and where did any 
one bleed for the Confirmation thereof, ſince 
the Foundation of the World? It is very 
readily allowed, that Perſons of that Per- 


mentioned; but it is utterly falſe to aſſert, 
that any one did ever part with his Life on 
account of the Tenet of abſolute Election, 


their ſtedfaſt Adherence to the contrary 


Goſpellers) began to make ſtrange Inferences from it; reck- 
oning that, fince every Thing was decreed, and the Decrees 
of God could not be fruſtrated ; therefore Men were to leave 
themſelves to be carried by theſe Decrees . This drew 
ſome into great Impiety of Life, and others into Deſpera- 
tion. The Germans ſoon ſaw the ill Effects of this Doc- 


wrote openly againſt it. But Calvin and Bucer were ſtill 
for maintaining theſe Decrees ; only uy warned the People 
not to think much of them, 85 they were Secrets which 


thew how theſe Conſequences did not flow from ſuch Opt- 
nions. Burnet's Reformation, Vol. II. p. 107. 


+ It is evident to a Demonſtration that theſe Inferences were 
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Synod of Dort, when the benevolent Pa- 

trons of Calviniſm either baniſhed from 

their Country, or impriſoned in Houſes of 

Correction, many eminent Scholars and 
Clergymen, upon no other Account than 

becauſe the latter thought it their Duty to 

oppoſe their horrid Opinions. 


CONCLUSION, 


II were eaſy to have proceeded much fon 
ther in pointing out to view the wild 
and extravagant Notions contained in the 
Volume of Letters above-mentioned : But 
the foregoing Particulars are fully ſufficient 
ro ſhew their dreadful and miſchievous 
| Tendency. The Doctrines they inculcate 
not only diſcredit the great and juſt Jupaꝝx 
of Heaven and Earth; not only vilify 
and render contemptible His facred Word, 
but pervert that bleſſed Syſtem of Pu- 
rity and Truth revealed to us by his only- 
- . begotten Sox; and which, rightly under- 
ſtood, is the moſt beneficent Diſplay of 
Divine Good-wil! to Man ; pervert that 
bleſſed Sy ſtem horrible to hear and think! 
—to 


t 4+ } 
— to the vileſt Purpoſes of Falſhood and 
Impurity: taking off from Men all thoſe 
Reſtraints which are found but too weak 
to bridle their depraved Appetites and De- 
fires; and opening the Flood-Gates to 
every Immorality moſt defiling to the Soul, 
and ruinous of all its beſt Intereſts here and 
hereafter. 


However the ignorant Hearers of ſuch 
Doctrines may be pitied and pardoned very 
little Excuſe can be urged in Behalf of 
thoſe who preach and propagate them, That 
there are ſuch is unqueſtionable ; and to 
the Conſideration of ſuch, theſe ſhort Stric- 
tures are peculiarly recommended : which 
the Writer ſincerely hopes may be uſeful to 
open the Eyes of fome, and to ſhew them 
the ſhocking Lengths to which the Doc- 
trines they inculcate immediately lead. If 
this good End ſhould be anſwered, the pre- 
ſent Publication will have its deſired Ef- 
fect: if not, it is to be hoped that ſome 
Perſon, ſufficiently qualified, will ſpeedily 
point out thoſe who abuſe the Pulpit, by im- 
preſſing Tenets of this Kind from thence, 
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and who! lead captive. x Simple and Well- 
meaning, to the great Hazard of © their 
own Souls, and to the ſingular Diſquierude 
and Prejudice of many connected with . 
e that hath Ears to bear, let bim bear. 
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